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F reda Panagiotacos

Freda was an amazing woman!
Self described as a lonely child who retreated into books and Caruso recordings, she

realized how different she was from many of her contemporaries, and survived the

familial harassments which typically follow such differences.
She survived the Depression and loss of her father at an early age. She married a

“good Greek boy” whom she grew to love. Her personal strength and integrity
carried her through a “gypsy life” (as her mother described her early marriage) and

ever more challenging restaurant experiences. George, her husband, loved an

opportunity to find and “save” a floundering restaurant wherever he could find one.
Nothing another change seeker wouldn’t enjoy; but, fearful for a security seeking

women who felt she had no choice.
Over time, that sense of dependency changed. Evolving beyond social, cultural and

generational expectations of the time, Freda grew into herself. She began to

spearhead financial security by managing money; adapted to the incessant demands
of restaurant ownership, customers and unreliable help; changing cultural

expectations and “American” children who grew into rebellious teenagers few
traditional Greek families would tolerate.

As her growth continued, so did her love of books and learning. Mom earned a real-
estate license and sold property in Cape Coral, driving 60 miles each way (without

highways) between shifts at the restaurant. She started a Bachelor’s degree when her

oldest was still in High School and completed her MS while teaching Special
Education.

Freda left many gifts to her family; perhaps the favorite is a self-history entitled “Of
Cafes, Houses, Goats and Things.” Her life was filled with each: many cafes and

houses, a time “on the farm” with goats and home grown cotton, many adventures
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spanning generations and continents, and a family that values the memories.

Freda was complex and amazing, emotionally caring, intellectually curious,
politically conservative and financially astute. An avid lover of learning, she shared

that love and her values generously. Her influence will always be with us, her humor
remembered and her presence missed.

We love you Mom! A Funeral Service will be held of Tuesday March 31, 2015 at 2:00

PM at the funeral home with visitation for friends beginning at 1:30P. Entombment
will follow in the Memorial Park Mausoleum. In lieu of flowers, donations may be

made to Suncoast Hospice in her memory.
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Visitation

Memorial Park Funeral Home and Crematory

5750 49th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33709

Funeral Service

Memorial Park Funeral Home and Crematory

5750 49th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33709

Cemetery Details

Memorial Park Cemetery

5750 49th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33709

(727) 369-8228
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JB Jody Bahring posted:

She was my daughter's teacher she was amazing person you will be missed Rip thank you for your

special love you had for Michele

March 31 at 4:08 AM

MD Martha Dunnam posted:

Although I never knew Freda, I have been friends with her son, Alex and daughter-in-law, Kathryn, for

many, many years. My heart goes out to their entire family and my sympathy is extended to all as I

know Freda will be missed. The Bible says that God is near to the broken-hearted so I know that HE is

holding each one of you in HIS loving arms right now. As you share memories of Freda with each

other and with friends, may God bring a smile to your face even as tears are streaming down your

cheeks. May God, our Heavenly Father, give you HIS peace and HIS comfort in the days ahead. You

are in my prayers. With love and sympathy, Martha Dunnam - Green Valley, IL

March 30 at 1:39 PM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the PANAGIOTACOS family.

March 30 at 1:34 PM

MR Millie Robbins posted:

To the family: Wishing you strength for today and comfort in the days ahead knowing how much your

mom meant to you. Freda was a wonderful friend with a terrific sense of humor. She was very proud

of all of you. I have wonderful memories of activities she and I shared at Otter Key. She will be truly

missed.Millie Robbins

March 30 at 7:02 AM

AN Alexander P Nicholas sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the PANAGIOTACOS

family.

March 29 at 5:57 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring FREDA by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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